GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
THE UNITED STATES.

To make our historical sketch better understood and., we
trust, more instructive and profitable, we shall start out from a
somewhat broad outline of the history of the Church in the United
States. In so doing we need not look up very old, dusty and musty
documents, because the history of our land is enclosed within a
comparatively brief space of time.

[t may seem rash if we make the assertion that the Catholic
church is the oldest organization in the United States, and, what
1s more, the only one that has continued its salutary activity and
influence along the selfsame lines and principles throughout the
succeeding age. No history of the United States could escape just
criticism for being superficial and decidedly partial, were the writer
to ignore the glorious names and noble deeds of Catholics, that
have appeared on the scene of action from the earliest time to the
present day. It was the Catholic Church that announced the
Savior to almost every tribe from one ocean to the other and first
raised altars to God. By her missionaries and priesthood and
religious institutions she has left her stamp in the appellations of
numerous cities, rivers and other natural features of the land. Any
one without bias must concede that no other organization has
merited so well of this country. The Catholic Church has ever
pursued the course of enlightening and directing the people in the
ways of justice. She was found upon the alert at the very dawn of
our country’s history. She began her divine mission when the
first human beings of whom there is any record, appear along the
coasts of Iceland and Greenland. These were the Northmen, so
named because they had come from the northern part of Europe,
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. While some of them cruised
along the coasts of Europe and entered the Mediterranean and
reached even Constantinople, others sailed westward and landed
on the above mentioned islands and founded prosperous colonies.
As early as 874 we find them well established in Iceland. One
century later villages were built along the coast of Greenland.
Leif Ericson, a convert to the Catholic Church, while making a
brief visit from Greenland to Norway, where Christianity had
taken a deep root under the zealous work of missionaries, was
successful in engaging some priests to accompany him on his re-
turn to Greenland. They converted the settlers and colonists of
both Iceland and Greenland. The spirit of adventure led the
Northmen to forge onward in sailing southward and sight another
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unknown land called Vinland. Yea, it is said that they eyep pro-
cceded as far as Rhode Island. Whatever their discoveries m:).-v
have been, the record of them i1s lost. It appears that they had t;»
contend with the hostilities of the natives.  DBut the historic faet
1s confirmed that about the year 1112 under Pope Paschal IT Eyjc
Gnupsson was appointed Bishop of Greenland and Vinland, anq
that for three hundred vears the Church was maintained in thje
country with a regular succession of Bishops, whereupon traces
of Greenland 11.’195(311 from the k]lfJ\\‘](‘ll;{C of i':lll‘c}pc, Sllﬂ:icc it to
say, that Catholic faith, Catholic worship, Catholic life were known
in America long before the discovery of Christopher Columbus.

DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.

The latter part of the 15th century is a period of great import-
ance in our country’s history. France, after having warred with
England for 100 vears, was then at the beginning of a stronger
national life. Spain. baving won many victories over the Moors,
held the first place among the nations of FEurope. Both nations
were therefore prepared to undertake enterprises bevond the limits
of their kingdoms. Two Italian city republics, Genoa and Venice,
had been carrving on a large trade with the East, pushing their
exploits to the eastern part of Asia, India, China and Japan.
Wonderful tales about the marvelous riches of these countries
exerted a wide influence in awakening the desire of men to reach
and explore this Eldorado. But a barbaric Tartan tribe, named
Turks, appeared before the walls of Constantinople and succeeded
to replace on the Church of St. Sophia the emblem of Christianity
by the crescent of Mohammedanism. Since then the gateway to
the Black Sea and to the Eastern countries was in the hands of
the Turks, an end was put to the prosperous expeditions to the
East. A new route to the Indies had to be found.

Christopher Columbus, born in the fair city of Genoa, was
destined by God and encouraged by the Franciscan monks, and
assisted by generous gifts, to solve that problem. He, being a
sailor, had spent many years in exploration. His deep and per-
severing researches led him to the conclusion that the earth was
round, and that he would reach the Indies by sailing westward.
His mind was made up to undertake the expedition. After many
trying difficulties, by the intercession of the Franciscan Father,
Juan Perez, Prior of the monastery of La Rabida, and other Fran-
ciscan monks, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain secur
ed the means of fitting out the memorable fleet consisting of the
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